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Wh at  b r ou gh t  h er  l adysh i p  t o r esi de at  Newh ou se (n ot  t h e New 

h ou se j u st  m en t i on ed  as Ger m an  H ou se,  bu t  t h e on e opposi t e 
L i gh t cl i f fe New Ch u r ch ),  I  cou l d  n ever  l ear n ,  or  wh at  becam e of  h er  
even t u al l y,  excep t  t h at  t h e peer ages say sh e m ar r i ed  a Cap t ai n  Sm i t h  
i n  1784 .  H er  par am ou r  at  L i gh t cl i f fe was a l ocal  m an  n am ed  Wr i gh t ,  I  
bel i eve.  
 
 
I n  or der  t o en cou r age t h e wool l en  t r ade,  t h e bod i es of 
deceased  per son s h ad  t o be bu r i ed  af t er  1678 ,  i n  
wool l en  d r esses,  or  a pen al t y  was i m posed ,  an d  t h e 
u n der t ak er  h ad  t o si gn  a cer t i f i cat e st at i n g con -
for m i t y  t o t h e Act .  Th e cer t i f i cat e bor e t h e gr i m , 
u n con sol i n g f i gu r e of  a sk elet on .  Th e con st ab l es h ad  
m an y u n p l easan t  du t i es du r i n g t h e war  i n  ob t ai n i n g 
sol d i er s.  I  h ave by m e a l i st  of  t h e i n -h ab i t an t s of  
Rast r i ck ,  J u l y  2 ,  1759 ,  of  m al es bet ween  18  an d  50 ,  
l i ab l e t o be cal l ed  ou t  as sol d i er s.  Th ey ar e n u m ber ed  
1  t o 117  as t h ey wer e wr i t t en  down  fr om  h ou se t o 
h ou se :—J oh n  B en t l ey,  J oh n  Gar si de,  Wm . Goodh ear ,  
Wm .,  J oh n ,  an d  J am es Wal k er ,  Geor ge B en t l ey,  Wm . 
an d  J osh u a Dawson ,  M i ch ael  Gar si de,  J osh u a an d  
J oseph  Col l en s,  Eal y  an d  D an el  D yson ,  Th os.  
M i t ch el l ,  J am es an d  J oh n  Hodge,  Sol om on  Pi t ch for t ,  
M i ch i l l  Kn ow l s,  J oh n  Ran gl ey,  Wm . Asp i n al l ,  Wm . 
Par k e,  J oh n  B r ook ,  J oh n  Ap le- yar d ,  J on at h an  (? 
Ap l eyar d ),  J oh n  Wh i t wh am , J oseph  an d  Wm . (of 
Nu n er y) Asp i n al l ,  J oh n  B r i gg,  J am es Syk es,  J oh n  
Wadswor t h ,  Geor ge Asp i n al ,  J as.  Sh aw,  J oseph  
B r ook ,  J oh n  Su n der l an d ,  Sam l .  Gar f i t t ,  Wm . H elm , 
Ch ar l es Sm i t h ,  J oseph  St ock i l l ,  Abr m .  M ar sd in ,  J oh n  
M i l n er ,  J oh n  M ar sh al l ,  Wm . B ar i t t ,  B en j am i n  
M al l i n son , J oseph  Ti f fon ey,  fox  J oh n  B r ook ,  l aw J oh n  
B r ook ,  ow l d  J oh n  B r ook ,  J oseph  B l agbu r n ,  Sam l . 
Sh ar p ,  Ri cd .  Den h am , Th os.  an d  J oh n  Ri ch ar dson , 
J oseph  Fi r t h ,  J oseph  an d  J oh n  Goodh ear ,  J osh u a 
an d  Abr ah am  Ri ch ar d - son ,  J osh u a Far r er ,  J oseph , 
J am es,  an d  Ben jam i n  H or sfal l ,  J osh u a B ot h om l ey,  
Wm . Clu gh ,  Th os.  Robar ds,  Hen er y Rot h er ey,  M at h ew 
Fi sh er ,  Jonas 
St ot ,  J oh n  B lagbu r n ,  J oh n  B r igg,  J oh n  Ti f fen ey, J oh n  M or t on ,  Wm . 
Gr een , J am es Evi son ,  Th om as Th or n t on ,  J oh n  Bot h om ley,  Th om as 
Th or n t on  of  Woodh ou se, Th os. St ak e,  J oh n  H i r st ,  Ben jn . M or t on , 
Abr am  Sch ol f i el d ,  J am es Den h am , J oh n  Fi r t h ,  J oh n  Bel l ,  J oh n  
Ru sh for t h ,  J am es an d  Wm . Bot h om ley,  J on at h an  Den h am , Ri cd . 
Boot h r oyd,  Th os. Evi son ,  M i ch l .  Fi r t h ,  Th om as Gr een wood, Sam l . 
Wi l k i n son , Edm u n d Cooper ,  J oh n  Pr est on ,  J am es Pear son , J oseph  
M ar sh el ,  Wm . Robson , f r n ses Hor n ,  J oh n  Dor an s,  J oh n  Ri ch ar dson , 
J oh n  Sm i t h ,  J on as Pr est on  cr ossed of f ,  J oh n  Sin glet on ,  J osh u a I r dal e, 
Wm . Rodes,  J oh n  St ak e,  J oh n  M al l i n son , I saac St ock s,  J oh n  J ack son ,  
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Aabrm Mallinson, Joseph Lockwood, Jas. Holt , John Freeman, Thos. Fox, 
Joseph Thornton, Joseph Boothroyd, John Wood. 

If space admit ted, the descendants of many of these families cou ld be 
inser ted in pedigree form, bu t  we must content  ourselves with a few notes. 
Abraham Marsden was of the same family as John Marsden who was lot ted or 
pressed for  a soldier  in  Wellington's t ime, and fought  in many engagements. 
His son, Mr. Henry Rowland Marsden, became Mayor of Leeds, and a large 
monument to h is memory in one of the streets there is bu t  one of the 
memor ials to h is worth. They intermarr ied with the Pitchfor ths. The Marsdens 
sprang from the vil lage of Marsden, Colne valley. John Marsden was a farmer 
and publican in 1750 at  Br idge End, l ike h is father  before h im. Richard, son of 
John, marr ied Grace Pitchfor th and followed the same trades, and it  was th is 
man's son who was pressed in the army in 1812, when 22 years of age. He 
served twenty years and was then discharged with one year 's pay (!), having 
fought in twelve engagements, and was several t imes wounded. He resided 
with Mr. Marsden when I got  th is in format ion from his Worship, having 
reached the age of 85 on Feb. 14, 1875. The motto on the family arms is a 
capital pun -Mars Denique Victor  est . 

The customs of pressing and lot t ing for  soldiers broke up many families, 
and spread the local su rnames, along with the t ide of emigrat ion, over  the 
Br it ish Empire and Amer ica; whilst  the bondage of set t lements ' wou ld have 
kept the old families at  the old homesteads. The poor-law set t lements were 
prolific of law-su its of one township against  another . Every township's box 
contains bundles of papers of set t lements, town apprent iceships, and bastardy 
cases. Here is one of the set t lements. John Rushfor th, of Fixby, having marr ied 
Sarah Cooper of Rastr ick , bought a l it t le plot  on Rastr ick  Cast le Hill, desired to 
remove there in June, 1757, bu t  cou ld not  do so unt il John Rakestraw, 
churchwarden, Wm. Drake, overseer , Joshua Holroyd, Joseph Fryer , and 
Samuel Mitchell, witnesses, had test ified on oath before Saml. Lister  and Wm. 
Lamplugh, Just ices of the Peace, that  Fixby township wou ld be responsible if 
Rushfor th, h is wife, and child Susannah, became chargeable to the poor . He 
became, however, a good townsman, and his descendant, the wr iter , here gives 
h is pedigree. 

Thomas Rushfor th, of Mir field, d. 1648. 

 

Sarah Hall at  Mir field, Apr il 1625 ; she marr ied (2) 
Thomas Wooen. senr .. 1652. 

 
Thomas,           Henry,  
b. 1630.          b. 1626, 
d. 1631. 

Thomas, b. 1631,
d. 1681, Mir field.
Sarah Wowen,
1661, d. 1681.

Sarah. b. 1634, mar.  
   Wm. Hubank, 1657. 
Ann, b. 1637. 
George, b. 1639, d. 1668, 

leaving an infant son 
Jeremy. 


