
 
 
An end view of Coffin Row, showing the unusual shape. The outside stair and 
doors lead into the workshop. Prospect Place is behind the trees. 
 

 
 
The south facing wall of Coffin Row, showing the weavers' windows, on the top and 
middle floors, the chimneys in the outside wall from the under dwellings. 
 
 
 

Coffin Row, Linthwaite 
 

 
The  co r rec t  name fo r  t h i s  m i l l  i s  Upper  Clough ;  a  g l ance  a t  t he  pho to -

g raph  on  page  6  w i l l  exp la i n  why  l oca l  peop le  know i t  as  Co f f i n  Row.  The  
bu i ld i ng  i s  on  a  h i l l  w i th  a  g rad ien t  o f  app rox ima te l y  one  in  s ix ,  and  is  
sand-w iched  be tween  the  road  ca l l ed  Upper  C lough  on  one  s ide  and  a  f i e ld  
bound-a ry  on  the  o the r .  I ts  h is to ry  i s  c lose ly  woven  in to  tha t  o f  t he  
ad jo i n ing  houses ,  and  the  ent i re  g roup  i s  the  sub jec t  o f  t h i s  a r t i c le .  
 

I t  may  be  bes t ,  however ,  t o  beg in  w i th  some genera l  remarks  abou t  
t he  su r rounding  a rea .  L i n thwa i te  i s  one  o f  the  fou r  t ownships  i n  the  
Co lne  Va l ley ,  the  o the rs  be ing  Go lca r ,  Marsden  and  S la i t hwa i te .  Each  
townsh ip  has  a  number  o f  ou t l y ing  hamle ts ,  and  Upper  Clough  was  
o r i g i na l l y  one  o f  them.  The  who le  va l l ey  i s  nowadays  ove rshadowed  by  
Hudders f ie l d ,  bu t  Hudders f i e ld ' s  rap i d  expans ion  on ly  da tes  f rom the  
adven t  o f  s team power  a t  t he beg inn ing  o f  the  n i ne teen th  cen tu ry .  Be fo re  
tha t ,  t he  Co lne  Va l l ey  and  Hudders f i e ld  were  s imi l a r  in  s i ze  and  
occupa t i ona l  s t ruc tu re .  
 

The  va l ley ' s  i ndus t r ia l  pas t  and  p resen t  i s  domina ted  by  tex t i l es .  I n  
pa r t i cu l a r ,  woo l l en  c l o th  has  been  the  ma ins tay  o f  p roduc t i on ,  t hough  
co t ton ,  s i l k  and  l inen  have  been  p rocessed  a t  t imes ,  and  wors ted  goods  and  
man-made  f i b res  a re  now impor tan t .  The  va l l ey  bo t tom is  f i l l ed  w i th  mu l t i -
s to rey  mi l l s  and  ta l l  ch imneys ,  t he  l a t te r  no  l onger  be lch ing  b lack  smoke  as  
s team power  has  a lmos t  been  abandoned .  On  the  h i l l s i des  a re  rem inders  o f  
o l de r  me thods .  Bo th  s i des  o f  t he  va l ley ,  bu t  espec ia l l y  the no r th  s i de ,  have  
l a rge  numbers  o f  weavers '  co t tages ,  cha rac te r ised  by  l ong rows  o f  
con t i nuous  w indows .  The  o l des t  da te  f rom the  seven teen th  cen tu ry ,  and  
these  ea r ly  houses  a re  two-s to rey .  The  hand  looms  were  e rec ted  on  the  top  
f l oo r  ( t he  bed  cou ld  be  co l lapsed  du r i ng  the  day ) ,  and  o ther  p rocesses  were  
conduc ted  down-s ta i rs  o r  ou ts i de .  The  on ly  m i l l  i nvo lved  was  the  fu l l i ng  
m i l l .  Such  m i l l s  were  s i t ed  on the  r i ve r ,  as  fu l l i ng  was  the  on ly  p rocess  i n  
mak ing  woo l len  c lo th  wh ich  had  to  be  done  by  wa te r -power .  Fu l l i ng  a t  t he  
manor i a l  mi l l  a t  S l a i thwai te  cos t  s ixpence  a  p i ece  in  the  1670s ,  a  p i ece  
then  be ing  abou t  30  ya rds  l ong . 1  

The  rap id  i nc rease  i n  the  popu la t ion  in  the  second  ha l f  o f  the  e igh teen th  
cen tu ry  was  more  than  usua l l y  apparen t  i n  t he  Colne  Val l ey  and  
Hudders f ie l d ,  as  the re  was  s teady  mig ra t ion  f rom o the r  a reas .  Urban  
deve lopmen t  acce le ra ted  i n  the  n ine teen th  cen tu ry ,  and  l ed  to  the  rap id  
expans ion  o f  Hudders f ie l d .  The  va l ley  townships  a lso  expanded .  S ince  the  
fa rm ing  i n  the  va l l ey  was  ha rd  and  on ly  marg ina l l y  p ro f i tab l e ,  economic  
expans ion  was  d i rec ted  in to  en la rg i ng  p remises  su i tab l e  fo r  t ex t i l e  
p roduc t i on .  Some two-s to rey  houses  had  a  th i rd  s to rey  added ;  more  
common ly ,  new houses  were  bu i l t  o f  t h ree  s to reys .  I n  e i t he r  case ,  t he  top  
f l oo r  was  a  weav ing  workshop ,  no rma l ly  w i th  access  on l y  f rom ou ts ide ,  no t  
f rom be low.  The  s teepness  o f  t he  h i l l s i des  made  th i s  a r rangemen t  easy ,  as  i t  
was  poss ib le  to  p rov ide  a  doo r  on  to  a  road  a t  bo th  the  bot tom and  the  top  o f  
t he  house .  I n  f la t t e r  a reas ,  an  ou ts i de  s ta i rcase  gave  access  to  the  
workshop ,  a  p rac t i ce  more  common ly  seen  ove r  the  Pennine  r i dge  i n  
Sadd lewor th .  The  mos t  ac t i ve  pe r i od  o f  bu i l d i ng  and  rebu i ld i ng  o f  weavers '  
co t tages  seems  to  have  been 1795-1825 ,  bu t  such  co t tages  were  s t i l l  be i ng  
bu i l t  i n  t he  1840s .  (The  co t tages  p rese rved  as  the  Co lne  Va l l ey  Museum were  
bu i l t  1840-45 ) .  
 

The  la te  date  a t  wh ich weavers '  co t tages  were  be ing  bu i l t  i n  the  va l ley  i s  
exp la ined  by  the  dominance  o f  hand- loom weaving in  the wool len  indus t ry .  
Power looms were  adopted in  the  wors ted indus t ry  f rom the  ear ly  1830s  on-



wards ;  2 ,768  were  i n  use  i n  the  Wes t  R id i ng  i n  1836 ,  11 ,458  i n  1841 . 2  The  
woo l l en  i ndus t ry ,  by  con t ras t ,  had  l i t t l e  o r  no th i ng  to  ga in  by  adop t i ng  the  
power  loom.  The  so f te r  woo l len  we f t  b roke  eas i l y  i f  t he  l ooms  were  worked  
a t  f u l l  speed ;  i ns tead  o f  t he  looms  work i ng  a t  160  p icks  a  m inu te ,  as  they  
cou ld  weav ing  wors ted  s tu f f ,  t he  fas tes t  t hey  cou ld  be  worked  w i th  wool l en  
c l o th  was  40 -48  p i cks  a  m inute .  A  hand- loom weaver  cou ld  equa l  t ha t .  
Ano the r  d i f f i cu l ty  was  the  wid th  o f  t he  wool l en  c l o th  -  b road  c lo th  was  9  
fee t  w ide  be fo re  fu l l i ng ,  wh ich  would  have  requ i red  ve ry  d i f f e ren t  looms  
f rom those  used  in  wors ted  produc t i on . 3  Fo r  t hese  reasons ,  t he  wool l en  
i ndus t ry  became sca t te red  between  the  hand- loom weavers  on  the  h i l l s ides  
and  the  fu l l i ng  mi l l s  on  the  r i ve r  banks . '  The  fu l l i ng  m i l l s  gradua l l y  
ex tended  the i r  ac t i v i t i es  to  i nc l ude  ca rd ing ,  sc r i bb l i ng  and sp inn ing ,  so  
tha t  by  1840  i f  no t  be fo re ,  on l y  weav ing  was  s t i l l  ou ts i de  the  mi l l s .  The re ,  
however ,  i t  s tubborn ly  rema ined ,  and  d i d  no t  beg in  to  become a  mi l l  
ope ra t ion  un t i l  the  la te  1850s .  
 

The  bu i l d i ngs  tha t  a re  the  sub jec t  o f  t h i s  a r t i c l e  i l l us t ra te  t rends  be ing  
worked  ou t  i n  t he  va l ley  as  a  who le ,  t hough  w i th  one  majo r  excep t i on  to  
wh ich  re fe rence  wi l l  be  made l a te r .  Fou r  separa te  s tages  o f  deve lopmen t  
can  be  t raced  on  th i s  s i te ,  t he  ev i dence  fo r  whi ch  i s  a lmos t  en t i re ly  f rom 
a rchaeo log ica l  obse rva t i ons .  
 

The  f i r s t  bu i l d ing  on  the  s i te  o f  wh ich  any  t races  rema in  was  a  co t tage ,  
o r  pe rhaps  a  pa i r  bu i l t  end -on  to  each  o the r .  Th i s  was  on  pa r t  o f  t he  s i te  
o f  numbers  6  and  8  Upper  C lough  (see  p l an  on  p  9 ) .  The  ma in  p i ece  o f  
ev idence  fo r  t h is  was  a  random s tone  wa l l  22  fee t  long  and r i s i ng  to  a  
r i dge  14  fee t  f rom p resen t  f loo r  l eve l .  (A t  th is  po in t  i t  i s  app rop r i a te  to  
congra tu - l a te  the  p resen t  owners  o f  P rospec t  House  who ,  wh i le  adap t ing  
the i r  bu i l d i ng  i n  advance  o f  Co f f i n  Row be ing  demol ished ,  no ted  and  
measured  any th i ng  tha t  seemed  unusua l . )  Th i s  wal l  was  as  th ick  as  the  
wa l l  o f  P rospec t  House ,  ave rag ing  20  i nches .  Above  the  wa l l  we re  the  
rema ins  o f  f l ags tone  t i l es ,  common in  the  va l l ey  be fo re  the  coming  o f  
Wel sh  s l a tes .  These  a l so  ran th rough  the  wa l l ,  wh ich  a t  a  l a te r  da te  had  
bu lged  and  sagged .  The  deeper  ho l lows  had  been  f i l l ed  wi th  b roken  
f l ags tones ,  and  the  who le  p las te red .  Th is  ac t i v i ty  obscu red  the  rema ins  o f  
j o is t  ho l es ,  i f  any  were  to  be  seen .  Be low p resen t  g round- f l oo r  l eve l  was  a  
ce l l a r  a t  t he  f ron t  o f  the  house ,  pa ra l l e l  w i th  the  road .  Th is  ex tended  back  
abou t  8  fee t  f rom the  f ron t  wa l l .  

 
I t  seems  p robab le  tha t  th is  house ,  o r  pa i r  o f  houses ,  was  bu i l t  by  the  

m idd le  o f  t he  e i gh teen th  cen tu ry .  The  use  o f  random s tone cons t ruc t i on  fo r  
ou ts i de  wa l l s  was  rep laced  i n  the  va l ley  abou t  t he  1750s  by  p rope r  
cou rses  o f  d ressed  sands tone  f rom loca l  qua r r i es ,  and  bu lg i ng  takes  many  
yea rs  o f  se t t lemen t ,  f o r  i f  i t  happens  qu ick ly ,  t he  house  i s  abandoned  as  
unsa fe .  The  he igh t  o f  t he  roof  r i dge  poses  a  p rob lem.  The  ou ts i de  g round  
l eve l  may  have  r i sen  s l igh t l y ,  so  tha t  t he re  cou ld  have  been  room fo r  two  
s to reys .  The  fac t  t ha t  t he  ce l l a r  l i es  under  on ly  ha l f  t he  house  a rgues  
aga ins t  th is ,  however ,  and  a  more  p robable  bu i ld ing  wou ld  have  been  a  
fa rmhouse ,  ba rn ,  and  cow byre  bu i l t  as  a  con t inuous  un i t .  Th i s  pa r t  o f  
L i n thwa i te  i s  s t i l l  fa rmed  and has  some o f  t he  be t te r  land  o f  t he  a rea ,  and  
fa rmhouses  o f  t h is  k ind  were  bu i l t  i n  o the r  pa r ts  o f  t he  township . 4  I f  t h i s  
was  the  k i nd  o f  bu i ld - i ng  the re ,  i t  wou ld  have  been  s ing le -s to rey ,  w i th  a  
hay  l o f t  and  a t t i c  s leep - ing  accommoda t ion  ove r .  Such  an  exp lana t i on  
wou ld  ag ree  w i th  a  ve r t i ca l  he i gh t  o f  14  fee t .  A  fa rm would  a lso  exp la in  the  
random s tone  wa l l ,  s i nce  s tone  removed  f rom f ie l ds  was  used  fo r  bu i l d ing  
fo r  cen tu r i es  up  to  the  e i gh teen th  cen tu ry ,  a t  the  end  o f  wh i ch  s tone  
qua r r i es  were  be ing  deve loped  i n  L i n thwa i te .  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Interior view of Coffin Row showing the Queen posts of one truss and the 
uneven pattern of the stone roof. 



The  nex t  deve lopmen t  o f  the  s i t e  was  the  bu i l d ing  o f  P rospec t  House  (now 
numbers  2  and  4 ) .  Th i s  i s  a  subs tan t ia l  bu i ld i ng ,  bu i l t  on  prope r  foo t - i ngs  and  
th ree  s to reys  h i gh .  The  w indows  a l ong  the  f ron t  o f  the  bu i l d i ng ,  f ac i ng  eas t ,  
we re  weavers '  w indows .  The  wes t  wa l l  had  no  w indows  i n  i t  and  was  bu i l t  t o  
i nc l ude  the  end  o f  t he  fa rmhouse  re fe r red  to  above .  The  wa l l s  were  bu i l t  o f  
d ressed  s tone ,  and  the  wes t  wa l l  s imply  s t radd les  ove r  t he  roo f  o f  t he  fa rm.  
There  were  on ly  two  sma l l  w indows  in  the  sou th  wa l l ,  bu t  the  no r th  wa l l  had  
w indows  on  the  second  and  th i rd  s to reys  look ing  ou t  ove r  t he  va l ley .  I t  i s  
t hough t  l oca l l y  t ha t  th is  was  a t  one  t ime  a l l  one  house .  A  doo rway  in  the  
d i v i d ing  wa l l  has  a  s tone  l in te l  s imi l a r  i n  s t y l e  to  the  ex - terna l  doo rways  o f  
t he  house ,  whi ch  g ives  some suppor t  t o  t he  be l i e f .  The  house  has  been  
d i v i ded  i n to  two  fo r  many  years .  
 

The  th i rd  s tage  o f  bu i l d ing  was  the  cons t ruc t i on  o f  P rospec t  P lace  
(numbers  14  and  16 ) .  These  a re  s im i l a r  in  appearance  to  P rospec t  House ;  t he  
weavers '  w indows  run  a lmos t  t he  who le  l eng th  o f  the  eas t  wa l l .  The  en t rance  
doo rs ,  however ,  a re  on  the  o the r  s ide .  These  houses  have  a  common f ron t  
w i th  P rospec t  House ,  t hough  the  wal l s  l ack  the  so l i d  foo t ings  o f  tha t  house .  
The  houses  a re  abou t  2  fee t  na r rower  than  P rospec t  House .  They  l ean  up  
aga ins t  P rospec t  House ,  ie ,  the re  i s  no  end  wa l l  t o  number  14  -  t he  wal l s  
abu t  aga ins t  number  2 .  In  do ing  so  they  have  b locked  the  w indows  ' look i ng  
ac ross  the  va l l ey .  
 

The  wes t  wa l l  o f  t hese  houses  has  a  number  o f  b l ocked  ent rances .  
The re  i s  a  b l ocked  doo rway  nea r  the  p resen t  doo r  o f  number  16 ,  f o r  

example ,  bu t  2  fee t  l ower  i n  the  wal l .  S i nce  th is  l eaves  an  imposs ib ly  l ow  
l i n te l ,  t he re  i s  a  s t rong  poss ib i l i ty  t ha t  t he  l eve ls  o f  g round  have  r i sen  
re l a t i ve  to  the  wa l l s .  Th is  need  be  no  su rp r ise .  The  na tu ra l  f l ow  o f  e ros ion  
runs  aga ins t  th is  wal l ,  wh ich  comp le te ly  b l ocks  i t .  I ns i de  the  house ,  a  d i r t  
f l oo r  wou ld  be  superseded  by  f l ags tones ,  i n  t u rn  g iv i ng  way  to  boa rds  l a i d  on  
f i l l e ts .  A  square  open ing  h ighe r  up  the  wa l l ,  a lso  b l ocked  up ,  i s  s im i l a r  in  
s ize ,  shape  and  pos i t i on  to  the  tak i ng - i n  doo r  o f  a  hay  l o f t .  I t  i s  no t  a t  t he  top  
o f  t he  wa l l ,  wh ich  has  had  abou t  3  fee t  added  to  i t  a t  some t ime .  Th is  ad -
d i t i on  a l l owed  a  w indow o f  t hree  l i gh ts  to  be  i nse r ted  i n  the  wa l l  o f  number  
14 ,  whi ch  i s  a lso  now f i l l ed  in .  
 

I t  i s  ha rd  to  say  when  these  houses  and  P rospec t  House  were  bu i l t .  I t  
does  seem tha t  no  g rea t  l ength  o f  t ime  separa ted  them -  such  de ta i l s  as  
the re  a re  on  such  func t iona l  bu i ld i ngs  a re  ma tch ing .  The  doo rways ,  f o r  
example ,  a re  equa l l y  p l a i n ,  and  the  co rbe ls  be low the  eaves  a re  a l i ke .  They  
a l so  l ook  s im i l a r  t o  the  comp lex  o f  weavers '  co t tages  on  the  o the r  s i de  o f  
Upper  Clough ,  t he  co rne r  o f  wh ich  appears  on  the  p l an .  The re  was  a  da te  
s tone  on  these  houses  da ted  ' 175 - '  I t  m igh t  be  sa fe r  t o  sugges t  t ha t  P rospec t  
House  and  P rospec t  P lace  were  bu i l t  a t  in te rva ls  somet ime  be tween  then  and  
1800 .  Un fo r tuna te l y ,  no  maps o f  t he  a rea  t roub led  to  i nc lude  such  houses  
be fo re  the  O rdnance  Survey  began .  

 
The  f i na l  deve lopmen t  came w i th  the  cons t ruc t i on  o f  Co f f in  Row,  a  bu i l d -

i ng  tha t  has  puzz led  people  fo r  many  yea rs  pas t .  I ts  shape  has  had  a  lo t  t o  
do  w i th  tha t .  A  p re -cond i t ion  o f  cons t ruc t ion  was  the  demol i t i on  o f  t he  
fa rmhouse  men t i oned  be fo re .  I t  i s  imposs ib l e  to  say  whe the r  t h i s  had  a l -
ready  been  done  o r  was  done j us t  be fo re  Co f f in  Row was  bu i l t .  I t  i s  a  
common p rac t i ce  i n  the  va l l ey  to  use  fo rmer  houses  as  barns  and  workshops ,  
bu t  equa l l y  the  p l ace  cou ld  have  co l l apsed  be fo re .  
 

Co f f i n  Row l ooks  a  haphazard  no t ion ,  bu t  t he re  a re  s i gns  tha t  i n  fac t  i t  
was  though t  ou t  w i th  some care .  I n  pa r t ,  i ts  wedge  shape  cou ld  be  expec ted  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

as  i t  i s  s imi l a r  t o  the  shape  of  t he  s i t e .  The re  i s  more  to  i t  t han  tha t ,  how-
eve r .  The  f ron t  wa l l  i s  s t ra i gh t ,  bu t  ins tead  o f  abu t t i ng  on to  the  co rne r  o f  
P rospec t  House ,  i t  i s  a  ya rd  fa r the r  ou t .  A  sho r t  p iece  o f  wa l l ing  f i l l s  t he  gap .  
The  rea r  wal l  s im i l a r l y  ends  4  fee t  f rom the  co rne r  o f  P rospec t  House .  The  
wa l l  i s  s t ra i gh t  a l ong  the  backs  o f  numbers  12 ,  10  and  8 ,  then  makes  a  s l igh t  
i nward  swing  to  mee t  the  wa l l  o f  number  14  a lmos t  a t  r i ght  ang les ,  b l ock i ng  
the  th ree - l i gh t  w indow i n  the  p rocess .  Th is  l eaves  a  nook  app rox - ima te l y  4  f t .  
x  2  f t .  6  i n .  on  a l l  t h ree  f l oo rs  o f  Co f f i n  Row.  The  way  bo th  l ong  wal l s  miss  
the  co rne rs  o f  P rospec t  House  appears  a lmos t  ca re less  a t  f i r s t  g lance .  The  
end  wa l l  o f  t he  house  fo rms  the  end  o f  Co f f i n  Row,  excep t  f o r  t he  ex tens ions  
on  each  s ide .  The  wal l  had  to  he  ex tended  upwards  to  fo rm the  gab le  end  o f  
t he  roo f ,  and  fo rmer ly  t he re  was  a  w indow i n  the  ex tens ion  to  l igh t  t he  l ong  
room.  The  wi sdom o f  des i gn ing  the  wa l l s  to  mi ss  P rospec t  House  wi l l  be  
obv ious  when  the  g rad ien t  o f  Upper  Clough  is  reca l l ed .  The  th rus t  o f  t he  
wa l l s  i s  power fu l  and  con t i nuous ,  and  has  resu l ted  i n  the  ya rd  o f  ex tens ion  
wa l l  be ing  pushed  3 i n  ou t  o f  t he  ve r t i ca l .  Numbers  14  and 16  have  had  to  be  
b raced  w i th  g i rde rs  fo r  t he  pas t  f i f ty  yea rs  and  l ook  none  too  sa fe  even  w i th  
them.  P rospec t  House ,  on  the  o the r  hand ,  i s  sound  and  t roub le  f ree ,  bea r i ng  
none  o f  t he  th rus t  o f  t he  wa l l s .  
 

Co f f i n  Row i s  bas ica l l y  a  workshop  w i th  fou r  under -dwe l l i ngs .  The  
workshop  is  f ree  o f  a l l  wa l l s  and  ch imneys ,  and  the re  a re  no  suppor t i ng  
p i l la rs .  The  roo f  i s  suppor ted on  beams  a  foo t  t h i ck ,  w i th  queen  pos ts  above .  
S ince  no  ang le  can  be  a  r i gh t  ang le ,  t he  unders ide  o f  the  roo t  l ooks  more  
p reca r ious  than  i t  i s .  The  f loo r  i s  o f  the  wide  9 i n  boa rds .  Who  bu i l t  i t ,  when ,  
and  exac t l y  f o r  wha t  remains  a  mys te ry .  A  wi l l  made  in  1884  re fe rs  to  the  
who le  row as  'Rober t  Wa lke r 's  P lace ' , 5  bu t  no th i ng  e lse  i s  known  o f  th is  
pe rson .  Any  a t tempt  a t  so l v i ng  the  mys te r ies  has  to  be  by  pa ra l le ls  and  
re f l ec t i ng  backwards ,  a lways  doub t fu l  exped ien ts .  The  s ty le  o f  t he  bu i l d ing  i s  
s im i la r  i n  cons t ruc t ion ,  in  t he use  o f  sawn  t imbers  fo r  t he  roo f  (excep t  f o r  one  
bay  where  b ranches  were  used) ,  and  i n  the  s ty le  o f  mu l l ions  and  o the r  de ta i l s  
t o  the  weavers '  co t tages  e rec ted  i n  the  va l l ey  be tween  1800  and  1840 .  Th is  
i s  ra the r  a  l ong  span .  George Ma l l i nson ,  a  woo l l en  manu- fac tu re r ,  ren ted  the  
bu i ld i ng  i n  1840  fo r  £5  pe r  annum. 6  Th is  was  the  beg in -n ing  o f  h i s  bus iness  
success  (he  was  22  a t  t he  t ime)  whi ch  led  to  h is  emp loy ing  280  peop le  i n  
1884  a t  l a rge r  m i l l s  lower  down  i n  L i n thwai te . 7  As  he  was  ab le  to  ren t  i t ,  
e i t he r  t he  o r i g i na l  bu i l de r  had  bu i l t  i t  as  a  specu la t i on  o r  he  had  no  fu r the r  
use  fo r  i t .  Specu la t i ve  bu i ld ing  was  no t  common i n  the  va l ley .  I n  the  
ne ighbour i ng  township  o f  S la i t hwai te  wh ich  was  owned  by  the  Dar tmou th  
fam i l y  i n  1800 ,  the re  were  ten  m i l l s  i n  1805 .  These  were  le t  a t  annual  ren ts  
rang ing  f rom £5  to  £160  7s .  These  mi l l s  a l l  be longed  to  Lo rd  Dar tmou th  and  
he  had  he lped  i n  bu i l d ing  many  o f  them;  the  fami ly  had  not ,  t hough ,  bu i l t  any  
and  then  t r i ed  to  le t  t hem.  I t  i s  un l i ke l y  tha t  anyone  would  do  i t  in  L in thwa i te  
where  the  s i t e  in  ques t i on  was  a  sma l l  f reehold  p l o t .  I t  wou ld  seem more  
l i ke ly  t ha t  the  owner  had  bu i l t  Co f f i n  Row and  fo r  some reason  had  no  fu r the r  
use  fo r  i t .  Th is  would  requ i re  the  row to  have  been  bu i l t  f o r  some yea rs  
be fo re  George  Ma l l inson  was  ab le  to  ren t  i t .  The  long  rows  o f  windows  on  the  
sou th  wal l  admi t ted  p l en ty  o f  l i gh t  -  t he  on l y  p rocess  fo r  wh i ch  day l i gh t  was  
p rov ided  so  l av ish ly  ea r ly  i n  t he  n ine teen th  cen tu ry  was  weav ing .  I t  i s  
es t ima ted  tha t  f o r t y  hand  l ooms  cou ld  be  se t  up  i n  the  workshop .  No  gas  o r  
e l ec t r i c  l i gh t i ng  has  eve r  been  i ns ta l l ed  and  the  on ly  ev i dence  o f  a r t i f i c ia l  
l i gh t  was  a  c i rcu la r  i ron  b racke t  f i xed  to  the  cen t ra l  beam.  Th i s  cou ld  have  
he ld  an  o i l  l amp ,  bu t  the  amoun t  o f  l i gh t  g iven  i n  such  a  l a rge  room would  
have  been  neg l i g ib l e .  
 

More  i s  known  abou t  the  use  o f  t he  bu i ld i ng  when  George  Ma l l i nson  
ren ted  i t .  A t  f i rs t  he  dea l t  i n  the  woo l  was te  f rom the  sc r i bb l i ng  mi l l s ,  wh ich  
was  s t i l l  f requen t ly  t h rown  away  a t  t ha t  t ime .  Ou t  o f  i t  he  made  
 
 
 
 
 



f ancy  woo l l ens  o f  med ium and  l ow qual i ty . 8  Co f f i n  Row su i ted  h im  we l l  fo r  
t hese  ac t i v i t ies .  The re  was  a  l a rge  doo r  a t  t he  end  -  reached  by  ex te rna l  
s teps  -  and  poss ib l y  ano the r  a t  t he  o the r  end  o f  t he  f ron t  wa l l  fo r  t ak i ng  i n  
the  raw mate r i a ls ;  t he re  was  room to  so r t  and  b l end  the  shoddy ,  and  room fo r  
t he  l ooms .  Fancy  wool l ens  a re  pa t te rned  c l o ths  -  i t  was  bet te r  t o  have  the  
c l o th  woven  on  the  p remises  where  the  new pa t te rns  cou ld  no t  be  seen  than  
to  pu t  t he  work  ou t  fo r  weavers  to  work  up  i n  the i r  homes .  Bus iness  was  l a te r  
ex tended  to  weav ing  p la i n  and  fancy  doesk ins . 9  Sec recy  was  s t i l l  an  
advan tage ,  bu t  a  g rea te r  advan tage  was  the  be t te r  con t ro l  t ha t  cou ld  be  
ma in ta ined  by  hav ing  the  weavers  under  the  eye  o f  t he  owner  than  l e t t i ng  
them work  a t  home.  There  i s  eve ry  s i gn  tha t  George  Mal l inson  worked  among  
those  he  emp loyed .  A  po r t ra i t  hang ing  i n  the  boa rd room of  George  Ma l l i nson  
&  Sons  L td .  shows  h im  i n  work i ng  c l o thes ,  w i th  a  l ong  chu rchwarden  p i pe  i n  
h i s  hand .  
 

A  l ease  made  i n  1858  i nd i ca ted  tha t  George  Mal l inson  owned  P rospec t  
House ,  P rospec t  P lace  and  Co f f i n  Row.  A  s t ream ran  th rough  the  ga rden  
and  the  l ease  was  empha t ic  in  say ing  tha t  t h is  cou ld  be  used  fo r  domes t ic  
and  ag r i cu l tu ra l  pu rposes  on ly .  No  power  cou ld  be  taken  f rom i t . 1 0  Th is  was  
the  l ease  by  whi ch  the  s i te  was  ob ta ined  fo r  t he  la rge  m i l l s  t ha t  now con  -  
t a i n  the  f i rm .  
 

George  Ma l l i nson 's  w i l l ,  made  i n  1884 ,  re fe r red  to  a  ba rn  nea r  to  Co f f i n  
Row 'w i th  the  eng ine  house  ad jo in i ng  and  the  eng ine  bo i l e r  and  sha f t ing  
the re i n  and  the  co rn  g r ind ing mach ine  loose  boxes  ca r t  sheds  p i g  p l aces  and  
ou tbu i l d i ngs ' .  The  ou tbu i l d i ngs  shown  on  the  p l an  may  wel l  be  pa r t  o f  t h i s  
comp lex  bu t  t he re  a re  no  v is ib l e  s i gns  o f  eng ine  moun t i ngs ,  e tc .  The re  i s  no  
s i gn  o f  any  power  eve r  hav ing  been  used  i n  the  workshop  o f  Co f f in  Row;  
i ndeed  the  w i l l  re fe rs  to  i t  as  a  warehouse  be ing  used  by  the  fam i ly  f i rm . 1 1 .  
Th i s  i s  the  las t  men t ion  o f  i t  i n  use  i ndus t r i a l l y ,  and  i t  changed  hands  seve ra l  
t imes  whenever  the  houses  were  so l d .  
 

The  under -dwel l i ngs  a re  bes t  desc r i bed  by  the  d rawings .  Numbers  8 ,  10  
and  12  a re  a l l  s im i l a r  i n  the  layou t  o f  rooms ,  even  though  each  is  a  d i f f e ren t  
s ize .  The  wal l s  a re  i n  co r responding  p l aces .  Number  6  i s  t he  smal l es t  o f  the  
g roup  bu t  t he  same genera l  pa t te rn  has  been  fo l lowed ,  as  fa r  as  cou ld  be  
seen .  (Some demol i t ion  had  a l ready  taken  p lace  a t  t he  t ime  the  su rvey  was  
made . )  The  sec t i on  to  the  rea r  o f  number  6  was  bu i l t  as  an  ex tens ion  o f  
number  2 .  The  g round- f loo r  room has  l a te  n ine teen th -cen tu ry  mou ld i ng  
a round  the  ce i l i ng  and  is  t hough t  t o  have  been  George  Mal l i nson 's  d rawing -
room.  The  upper  room was  a  bed room.  I f  numbers  2  and  4  were  i n  fac t  one  
house  when  George  Mal l i nson  had  i t ,  t he  whole  wou ld  have  been  a  typ ica l  
V ic to r i an  fam i l y  house .  
 

The  o the r  f ou r  houses  were  jus t  as  typ ica l  wo rke rs '  dwe l l ings .  The  g round  
f l oo r  o f  number  12  had  l i t t l e  d i rec t  l i gh t  and  number  10  on l y  a  l i t t l e  more .  No  
runn ing  wa te r  was  la i d  on ,  and  the  communal  t o i l e t  was  the  i so l a ted  b l ock  
oppos i te  number  12 .  Cook ing was  by  Yorksh i re  ranges ,  so tha t  l i gh t ing  mus t  
have  been  p rov ided  by  cand les  and  o i l  l amps .  The re  was  no  s i gn  tha t  gas  
was  eve r  ava i lab le .  G round- f loo r  rooms  had  f lag  f loo rs ,  and  r i s ing  damp 
reached  to  the  m idd le  f l oo r .  The  bed rooms  had  the  f lues  f rom the  ranges  
go ing  a t  an  ang le  to  the  ou ts ide  wal l ,  mak ing  the  workshop f ree  o f  ch imney  
s tacks .  
 

Th i s  bu i l d ing  i s  an  unusua l  examp le  o f  a  ha l f -way  s tage  i n  i ndus t r i a l  
deve lopmen t .  On  the  one  hand ,  i t  i s  on l y  a  l a rge r  ve rs ion  o f  t he  workshop  
above  any  c lo th ie r ' s  house  ea r l y  in  t he  n i ne teen th  cen tu ry .  A  c l o th i e r  

 

 

 

no rmal ly  had  room fo r  f ou r  l ooms ,  Co f f i n  Row had  room for  f o r t y .  They  were  
the  same hand  looms ,  however ,  and  the  c l o th i e r  worked  as  one  o f  t he  
weavers ,  as  was  usua l .  On  the  o the r  hand ,  the  row has  some o f  the  
advan tages  to  be  expec ted  i n  a  m i l l ,  such  as  the  sec recy  o f  des i gns  and  
c l ose  superv i s i on  ensu r ing  qua l i ty  con t ro l .  I t  may  be  guessed  tha t  punc tua l i ty  
was  a lso  requ i red  o f  t he  employed  weavers .  The  bu i l d ing  i s  a  t rans i t i ona l  
s tage  be tween  the  workshop  cus tomar i l y  found  above  the  weaver 's  home and  
a  m i l l  where  people  came to  work .  

I t  seems  s t range  tha t  so  few such  m i l l s  have  su rv ived  and tha t  no th i ng  
can  be  t raced  o f  t he  bu i l de r  and  h i s  i ndus t r ia l  ac t i v i t i es .  Cou ld  i t  be  tha t  the  
bu i lde r  made  a  m is take?  D id  he ,  ea r ly  in  t he  n i ne teen th  cen tu ry  (o r  even  
be fo re ) ,  rea l i se  tha t  the  marke t  f o r  c lo ths  was  go ing  to  expand  and  tha t  
l a rge r  un i t s  o f  p roduc t i on  wou ld  he lp  h im  to  p l uck  the  p ro f i t s?  D id  he  fa i l  t o  
rea l i se  tha t  i t  wou ld  be  j us t  as  necessa ry  to  have  access  to  power  i f  he  was  
no t  t o  be  dependen t  on  o the r  sc r ibb l i ng  mi l l s?  I t  l ooks  as  i f  t he  bu i l de r  
l ooked  a  l i t t l e  way  i n to  the  fu tu re  and  saw the  economic  poss ib i l i t i es  o f  a  
l a rge r  weav ing  workshop ,  bu t  f a i l ed  to  rea l i se  the  imposs ib i l i ty  o f  fu r the r  
expans ion  on  the  same s i t e .  In  t ha t  case  he  wou ld  have  been  ove r taken  by  
the  pace  o f  t echn i ca l  change .  The re  cou ld ,  o f  cou rse ,  be  o the r  exp lana t ions  
o f  a  more  d ramat i c  na tu re .  He  cou ld  have  been  a  v i c t im  o f  t he  1825-6  t rade  
dep ress i on ;  he  cou ld  have  d ied  be fo re  comp le t i ng  h is  p lans ,  and  so  fo r th .  O f  
a l l  t he  ex -p l ana t ions ,  a  sho r t -s i gh ted  ven tu re  l ooks  the  mos t  p robable .  I n  the  
bo t tom o f  t he  va l ley  a re  m i l l s  t ha t  deve loped  where  expans ion  was  poss ib l e ,  
and  the i r  g rowth  i s  c l ea r l y  seen  i n  success i ve  add i t ions .  Such  expans ion  was  
imposs ib l e  on  the  s i t e  o f  Co f f i n  Row.  

A  fu l l  se t  o f  pho tog raphs  and d raw ings  i s  kep t  i n  the  Co lne  Val l ey  
Museum.  In  add i t i on ,  a  f i lm  has  been  made  o f  the  bu i ld i ng and  the  
au tho r  keeps  a  se t  o f  s l ides .  Co f f i n  Row was  demo l ished  in  January  
1971 ,  bu t  P rospec t  House  and  P rospec t  P lace  a re  s t i l l  s tand ing .  
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